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THE 



OPERATION 



OF 



THE CORN LAWS. 



INTRODUCTION, 

It has appeared to me that the best way of re- 
moving the misconception which prevails among 
the manufacturing as well as the agricultural 
interests, in regard to the protection supposed 
to have been given to the latter, and the injury 
done to the former, by the Corn Laws, is to state 
the operation of these laws, in the shape of sub- 
stantive propositions, from the year 1772 to the 
present time. * 

This is done in the following pages, by which 
it is made manifest that, in the five years ending 
with 1 830, Great Britain had ceased to grow at 
the rate of three millions and a half of quarters 
of corn per annum, which were raised there 
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upon the average of the five years ending with 
1815, and that the importation of foreign corn 
has since increased, — consequently a number of 
labourers have been thrown out of employment, 
equal to the number required to produce the 
corn which Great Britain has ceased to raise. 

Herein may be found the main cause of the 
distress which has prevailed since the year 1815. 
I say the main cause, for it will also be found, 
upon examination, that there are as many causes 
of distress as there are restraints upon industry. 
But the restraining Corn Laws passed in and 
since 1815 form the leading cause, because 
they have brought distress directly upon one 
third of our population engaged in agriculture, 
and indirectly upon the remaining two thirds 
employed in manufacture, who not only depend 
upon the former for food, but for the consump* 
tion of the products of their industry, which 
diminishes as the distress of the agricultural 
classes increases. 

Herein also may be found the leading cause 
of the great increase in late years of the sums 
laid out in the relief of the poor in England, 
which were only about five millions and a half 
in the year 1815, but reached seven millions 
in the last year — and this during a period 
when, from the general fall of prices, the poor 
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rates ought to have diminished mdre than the 
sum of Increase which they have attained in 
the last seventeen years. 

Hence dso it becomes manifest that the 
abuses in the administration of the poor laws 
cannot be effectualiy removed^ unless and until 
the natural employment of the poor in the cul- 
tivation of the soil shall be restored to them. 

Fortunately for the working classes the two 
last harvests have been comparatively abundant. 
But, through the operation of the Corn Laws, 
the prices of corn having been raised above 
their natural level in previous years of decreas- 
ing produce, the price has been sunk below its 
natural level in these two years of increase. 
Thus, that which was intended by Providence 
to be a blessing to all, has, by our lawgivers, 
been rendered a curse to the husbandman. 

I therefore entreat attention to the results 
appearing from the following pages. If in- 
dustry shall remain fettered by the restraints 
imposed upon it by mistaken legislation, and 
particularly in this leading branch of it, the 
country must continue to suffer infliction until 
increase of suffering shall produce disruption. 
Let us not be blind to this consequence. Dis- 
tress is the primary cause of disturbance, which 
secondary causes may suddenly and simulta- 
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neously call forth from one end of the kingdom 

to the other. Whereas, if industry were freed 

from such restraints, we shall find that we have 

not only full employment for all our own work- \ 

ing population, but will require assistance in 

labour from Ireland. 

April, 1833. 



PROPOSITIONS 

RELATIVE TO THE IMPORT AND EXPORT, AND 
GROWTH OF CORN IN GREAT BRITAIN. 



L That it appears, from accounts laid upon 
the table of the House of Commons by the 
Agricultural Committee of 1821, that the im- 
port of corn from Ireland and from foreign 
parts into Great Britain, and the export of com 
from Great Britain from- the year 1772 to the 
year 1815 has been as follows : — 

^ Qoarten Quarten 

imported. ezporttd* 

In the S years ending 5th Jan. 1776 - 2,634,239 243,130 

In the 5 yeartf ending 5th Jan. 1781 - 2,185,^71 1,385,322 

1786 - 2,746,899 941,624 



7,566,409 2,570,076 



la the 5 years ending 5th Jan. 1791 - 3,520,653 1,228,594 

1796 . 6,411,647 828,282 
1801 - 7,674,826 415,499 



17,607,126 2,472,875 
A 5 
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Quarters Quarters 

imported. exported. 

In the 5 years ending 5th Jan. 1806 - 7,365,184 703,011 

1811 - 6,933,975 527,194 

1816 - 5,931,693 * 957,281 

20,230,852 2,187,486 



II. That the laws which prevailed during 
these forty-two years were the 13 G. 3. c. 43., 
which allowed wheat to be imported at 6d. per 
quarter of duty, when the price was at or above 
48^. per quarter, and granted a bpunty of 5s. 
per quarter upon exportation when wheat was 
under 44^. per quarter ; the 31 G. 3. c. 80., 
which raised the importable price of wheat to 
50s. per quarter, when the duty was 2s. 6d. per 
quarter until the price reached 54^., when it 
was only 6d. per quarter ; and the 44 G. 3. 
c. 109., which raised the importable price of 
wheat to 63^. per quarter when the duty was 
Qs. Qd. per quarter, until the price reached 66^. 
per quarter, when the duty was only 6rf. per 
quarter. 

III. That the operation of these laws is thus 
stated by the Agricultural Committee of the 
House of Commons in 1821, namely, ** The 
" necessary consequence of the trade in corn 

* The Custom-house having been destroyed by fire in 
1818, one fourth should be added to the export of these 
5 years, which will make the amount 1,196,602 quarters. 
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" having been virtually open with the Con- 
<< tinent, and the importation allowed at prices 
" merely nominal during the period of forty 
*< years, has been, that the general price at the 
** shipping ports on the Continent has not, on 
" an average, been materially lower than the 
" price in England, except as to the amount of 
*« the charges to be incurred on bringing the 
" foreign corn to the markets of this country." 

IV. That it appears from an account laid 
upon the table of the House of Commons on 
the 30th of March, 1831, that the import of 
corn from Ireland and from foreign parts into 
Great Britain, and the export of com from 
Great Britain since the year 1815, has been as 
follows : — 



Quartan 
imported. 


Quartert 
exported. 


In the 5 years ending 5th Jan. 1821 - 18,866,973 


1,099,436 


1826 . 10,356,958 




1831 * 22,151,525 




46,375,456 





V. That the exports of corn, since the year 
1820, appear from the Finance Accounts, in 
which the official value of all the corn exported 
in the five years ending on the 5th of January, 
1826, amounts to only 101,199/., and in the five 
years ending on the 5th of January, 1881, to no 
more than to 86,309/. 
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VI. That the quantity of foreign corn im- 
ported appears to continue to increase, inas- 
much as the quantity of corn imported from 
abroad, exclusive of that from Ireland, in the 
year ending 5th of January 1832, was 3,528,998 
quarters, whereas in the year ending 5th of 
January 1831, it was only 2,427,750 quarters. 
(Pari. Paper, No. 89.) 

VII. That the laws, which have prevailed 
since the year 1815, have been the 55 G.3. c.26., 
which prohibited the importation of wheat until 
it reached 80^. per quarter j the 3 G. 4. c. 60., 
which permitted its importation at 70^. per 
quarter, on payment of a duty of 12^. per quar- 
ter ; and the 9 0. 4. c. 60., which assumed 63s. 
per quarter for an ascending and descending scale 
of duties, allowing wheat to be imported at 63^. 
per quarter on payment of a duty of 1/. 45. 8rf., 
which diminishes as the price advances until it 
reaches 73^. per quarter, after which 1^. only of 
duty is payable. 

VIII. That it appears, from the foregoing ac- 
counts, that the growth of corn in Great Britain, 
from the year 1772 to the year 1790, as indi- 
cated by the imports and exports, not only kept 
pace with the increase of the population, but out- 
stripped it, inasmuch as, deducting exportations, 
the average import in the three years ending in 
1775, was 797,036 quarters per annum j whereas. 



< 



i 



t 



p 



13 

deducting exportations, the average import in 
the Jive years ending in 1790, was only 458,411 
quarters per annum. 

IX. That the seasons have a powerful influ- 
ence on the growth of corn ; and hence, during 
the years of scarcity, which began in 1794-5 
and continued with little intermission until 
1801-S, the home growth of corn, as indicated 
by the imports and exports in these years, di- 
minished ; but, as soon as the severity of the 
seasons subsided, the home growth of corn again 
improved, inasmuch as the importations in the 
Ave years ending on the 5th of January, 1806, 
were upwards of 300,000 quarters less than the 
importations in the five years ending on the 5th 
of January 1801 ^ and the importations in the 
five years ending on the 5th of January, 1816, 
were upwards of 1,700,000 quarters less than 
they were in the five years ending on the 5th 
of January 1801. 

X. That the importations in the ^ve years 
ending on the 5th of January 1816 had even 
come down to very nearly the average amount 
on the three years ending on the 5th of January 
1776, inasmuch as, deducting exports, the aver- 
age yearly imports in these three years was 
797,036 quarters; and, deducting exports, the 
average imports in the five years ending on the 
5th of January 1816 was only at the rate of 
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947»418 per annum. But» deducting exports, 
the average imports in the five years ending on 
the 5th of January 1821 was 2,953,507 quarters 
per annum, and though the abundant harvests 
of 1820 and 1822 brought down the importations 
in the five years ending on the 5th of January 
1826, yet in the five years ending on the 5th of 
January 1831 the average import was 4,130,305 
quarters per annum. 

XI. That it appears from the population re- 
turns, that the increase of the population in the 
fifteen years ending with 1815, throughout which 
the growth of corn in Great Britain, as indi- 
cated by the import and export, increased nearly 
two millions of quarters, was as great as the in- 
crease of the population in the fifteen years end- 
ing with 1830, throughout which the growth of 
corn in Great Britain, as so indicated, fell off 
upwards of twenty millions of quarters ; and, de- 
ducting exports, the average import in the five 
years ending on the 5th of January 1816 hav- '^ 

ing been less than at the rate of a million of 
quarters per annum, and in the five years ending 
on the 5th of January 1831, when there were no 
exports to deduct, the average import having 
been at the rate of nearly four millions and a 
half of quarters per annum, it thus appears that 
Great Britain had ceased to grow, in 1830, at ^ 

the rate of upwards of three millions and a half n 
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of quarters of corn per annum, which were 
raised in Great Britain in the five years end- 
ing with 1815. 

XII. That for forty years previous to 1815, 
the growth of corn in Great Britain having thus 
appeared, not only to keep pace with the in- 
crease of the population, but to have outstripped 
it, with the exception of the years of scarcity 
from 1795 to 1802, and after these years of 
scarcity the growth of corn having again in- 
creased, so as to bring down the importations in 
the^ve years ending with 1815 to nearly the 
amount in the three years ending with 1775, it 
necessarily follows, that the great diminution in 
the growth of corn since 1815 can have pro- 
ceeded only from the operation of the Corn 
Laws passed in that year, and in the years 1822 
and 1828. 

XIII. That the necessary operation of these 
laws must be, not only to diminish the growth 
of corn in Great Britain, but to remove from the 
home grower the protection which he previously 
enjoyed, is apparent from these circumstances, 
namely, that though importation prices were 
fixed by the Corn Laws passed in 1772, 1791, 
and 1804, yet from the fall which then con- 
tinued to take place in the exchangeable value 
of money, such prices very soon ceased to have 
any operation, and the gi^eat demand of our ma- 
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nufacturing population for food (being in the 
proportion of two to one of our agricultural po- 
pulation), thus operating in all places from 
whence we could derive a supply, as it did at 
home, such demand raised the price of com 
there to an amount equal to the price at home, 
with the difference only of the expense of bring- 
ing the corn to this country, which state of 
things produced a sure protection to the home 
grower, inasmuch as the dealer in foreign grain 
had to encounter the risk of grain falling in 
price in this country before it could be brought 
from abroad, whereas the operation of the laws ^ 
which have prevailed since 1815 has been to 
prevent our great demand from reaching places 
abroad until the price at home arrived at the im- 
portation price, and in the absence of that de- 
mand prices abroad fell very low, when the 
dealer in foreign grain purchased such grain | 

largely and stored it in warehouses at home, to 
be used for the purposes of foreign trade until ' 

the price at home reached the importation price, 
which, sooner or later, he was certain it must do, 
and then he entered the foreign grain, so pur- 
chased, for home consumption. 

XIV. That the first effect of the Corn Laws, 
passed in and since 1815, thus has been to 
deprive the home grower of the export of com, J 

the average amount of which, in the forty years f ^ 
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preceding 1815, appears to have been equal to 
one sixth of the import of foreign corn, and the 
further effect has been to expose the home 
grower to a competition in the home market 
with the dealer in foreign com, 'which the 
home grower is unable to sustain, inasmuch as 
the foreign dealer has both the foreign and the 
home market to resort to, but the home grower 
is confined to his own market, to which the 
foreign dealer only resorts at a time, and under 
circumstances which prove most advantageous 
to him and most injurious to the home grower. 

XV. That tiie growth of corn in Great Bri- 
tain thus diminishes progressively, while the 
cost of production is raised by the enhancement 
of the price occasioned by the scantiness of the 
home produ<^ ; and seeing that rent is the sur- 
plus produce which remains after defraying the 
cost of production, it follows that if produce 
shall thus continue to diminish, and the cost of 
production to increase through the operation of 
the present Com Laws, there will, in process of 
time, be no surplus produce in Great Britain, — 
in other words, there will be no rent. 

XVI. That the necessary effect of the in- 
crease of the population by increasing the de- 
mand for corn is to increase the growth of it, 
and accordingly the growth of com did increase 
in Great Britain, until this necessary effect of 
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the increase of the population was counteracted 
by the laws passed in and since the year 18 15, 
which have transferred the benefit thence aris- 
ing to the foreign grower or to the dealer in 1 
foreign grain. ' 

XVII. That the home growth of corn appear- ' 
ing to have increased in Great Britain under the 
operation of the laws which prevailed previous 

to 1815, and the home growth of corn in Great 
Britain appearing to have diminished under the 
operation of the laws passed in and since the 
year 1815, notwithstanding the increase of the 
population, it follows that the latter should be 
repealed, and the operation of the former should 
be restored. 

XVIII. That, in order to restore to this 
country the source of the increase of the home 
growth of corn, its great and increasing demand 
for com should be allowed to produce the effect 
of raising the price abroad, which it do^ at 

home, for which purpose there should be no im- i 

portation price, and corn should be allowed to 
be imported at all times, subject only to the 
payment of such a moderate duty, as may not 
prevent the operation of our demand in raising 
the price abroad, and as may add only a little 
to the expense of bringing foreign corn to this 
country. 

XIX. That as the effect of any duty upon 
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the importation of corn will be to raise the price 
abroad above the price at home by all the 
amount of the duty, so a drawback ought to be 
allowed upon the exportation of corn commen- 
surate with the amount of the duty; that is, as 
the effect of a duty will be to bring in the 
best grain, so the effect of a drawback will be to 
send out the worst ; and the drawback should, 
therefore, be so much less than the duty as may 
be sufficient to compensate the difference in the 
quality of the grain ; because, if a duty be im- 
posed upon importation, and a drawback be not 
granted upon exportation, the consequence will 
be, that the price of corn being raised in Great 
Britain above the price abroad by all the amount 
of the duty, British com will thereby be pre- 
vented from being exported ; and no branch of 
industry can be in a wholesome state when, by 
operation of law, its products are prevented from 
being exported. 



THE END. 



